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Questions

<<  Stories S. 4 – 6 

1	 School on Dolphin Island

a		 How do the teachers come to school on Dolphin Island?
		  They come by ferry.

b	 Why are the teachers late?
		  The ferry is late because of the storm.

c		 What problem does the school have?
		  They need more children or the school will close.

d	 Who finds the solution to the problem?
		  The pupils. The three oldest children (Liam, Dara and Ciaran). 

e		 Write down a word each to describe Liam, Dara and Ciaran.
		  •	Liam: clever or: creative (has the idea for the advertising campaign)
		  •	Dara: thoughtful or: friendly or: helpful (wants people to see the beauty  
			   of the island and helps Liam get the idea for the campaign)
		  •	Ciaran: “captain” or: organiser or: boss

f		 Which part of the advertising campaign do you think is the best idea?  
		  Tell your partner why.

 <<  Stories S. 7 – 11 

2	 Adventure in the mountains

a		 Why are the four friends in Switzerland?
		  They are visiting Peter’s godfather, who works in Basel.

b	 Why are they so excited about going to Arosa?
		  Because of the mountains. They live by the sea in England. They have never  
		  been to the mountains.

c		 What are they looking forward to doing there?
		  Outdoor camping / grill sausages on a fire / go on a cable car

d	 What is the big surprise?
		  The bears in the Arosa Bear Sanctuary.

e		 Who do you think is the bravest of the four friends?
		  Holly: She puts her head out of the tent.

f		 Do you like camping? Tell your partner why or why not.
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The three oldest children, Liam, Dara and Ciaran, were very good friends. 
They hated the thought that next year they might have to go to another 
school away from their lovely Dolphin Island. 

“We have to do something,” said Ciaran. “Come on, everybody! Think!” 
“We are thinking,” said Dara. “It is hard to think of something that will work.”
“Yes,” said Liam, “don’t shout at us, Ciaran. Look, you have made little 
Patrick cry.”
Patrick was the baby of the school and Ciaran was his hero.

“Sorry,” Ciaran said, and sat down beside Patrick and made funny faces 
at him to make him laugh again.

“If only people could see how beautiful it is here, everyone would want 
to come and live on Dolphin Island,” said Dara. 

“It is not beautiful now,” said Ciaran, looking out of the window where 
the rain was coming down and the wind was blowing hard, “I don’t 
think our teachers are going to get here soon.”
The others all laughed, but Dara said, “Yes, but you know what I mean.”
Everyone nodded.
Then Liam said, “That is the answer.”
“What do you mean?” asked Dara.
“We have to make people see how lovely it is here,” said Liam. “We have 
to advertise Dolphin Island.”

“YEAH!” Everyone yelled, “What a great idea!”
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1 School on Dolphin Island
Dolphin Island School was a very small school on Dolphin Island, Ireland.
There were only sixteen pupils because there were not many people on 
the island, only about 80, including the children. 
The school had two classrooms and there were two teachers, Mrs Farrell 
for the bigger ones, and Mrs O’Reilly for the little ones. The teachers 
lived on the mainland and came to school by ferry every day. But today 
there was a dreadful storm and the ferry was late, so the teachers were 
late too.
The children were sitting in the classroom and talking about their big 
problem. The school needed more children or it would close.
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“Right, you four,” said Martin, coming into the bedroom. “Make sure you 
pack a warm jumper. It gets cold at night in Arosa. We are 1800 metres 
above sea level there. When you have packed, you can help me load the 
camper van. But before we leave, I need to know if you would like to 
sleep in the camper van with me, or if you would like to sleep outside in 
my old tent, just the four of you.”
The four friends looked at each other. This was getting better and better. 
“In the tent, please,” they said.

It was nearly dark when they got to the camping site near Arosa. They 
found a lovely place to park the van under some big pine trees. 
When they got out of the van the air smelled so fresh. They could just 
see the mountains all round them. Dark shapes that looked so big and 
strange in the evening light. The wind was blowing and making a noise 
round the mountains and in the trees. It was very different from their 
camps in England. 
Martin could see they looked a bit worried. “It is all right,” he said. “We 
are very safe here. Do you still want to camp in the tent?” 
The friends looked at each other. “Of course,” they said. “We are scouts!”
“Okay,” Martin said. “You put up the tent and I will cook supper.”
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They put up the tent a little way away from the van, 
took their rucksacks and unpacked their sleeping bags. 
Then they went back to the van for supper. 

They were soon very tired. Martin saw them yawning.
“Tomorrow you will get your surprise but now, off to bed!” 
“Good night, Martin.”
“Night-night, you four, sleep well.”

They took a torch so they could see where they were going. The wind 
was very strong now. The mountains were big black shapes. 

“They look like monsters,” said Holly.
“Hurry up,” said Mark. “It is a bit spooky in the dark.” 
Holly laughed, “Just wait! I have a great ghost story to tell you when we 
are in our sleeping bags.”

“Oh, yes,” said the other three. Holly was a marvellous storyteller and 
they hurried to get into their sleeping bags.

“Once upon a time,” began Holly, “there was a young ghost who lived up 
a mountain ….” 
Suddenly they heard a loud noise. It was very strange and it sounded 
very near.

“What was that?” Mark asked.
“Do you think ghosts really live in the mountains?” Sue asked. 
“No,” said Peter. “That was the wind.”
Then they heard the noise again. It was even louder.
“It is not the wind! It is a wild animal!” Holly said.
Another noise, really loud and quite near. 
“A big wild animal!” said Peter. He picked up the torch and shone it round
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“All right,” said Ciaran, “let’s get organised. Emma is 
our best artist. Emma, you take some paper and 
crayons and draw some pictures of the island. 
The little ones can colour them in.”

“Jimmy, you are good with your hands. You can make a big collage poster. 
Get the others to help. Emma’s team is going to make a postcard and 
Jimmy’s team is going to make a poster. We can produce and sell both.” 

“Wow!” said Jimmy. “I can’t wait.”
“And we,” Ciaran said, looking at Dara and Liam, “we are going to write a 
jingle to put on the radio.”

“Aye, aye, captain!” said the other two, laughing.

When Mrs Farrell and Mrs O’Reilly finally arrived all the pupils were 
working very hard. 

“What are you working so hard at?” they asked. 
“Our advertising campaign!” 
“Your what?” the teachers asked. They were very surprised.
The three friends explained their idea.
“We’ve just finished our jingle for the radio,” Liam said proudly. 
“Listen, everyone!”
“Our island and school are cool
As cool as our Irish Sea
Dolphin Island is the place TO BE!”

Everyone clapped.

“You are amazing!” said Mrs Farrell, “all of you. You are the world’s best 
pupils and this is a super idea. I am sure your ideas will work and we 
will save our school. Well done, children!”
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2 Adventure in the mountains
Peter, Sue, Holly and Mark were scouts and best friends. They loved 
adventure, that is why they loved being in the scouts, but this summer 
they were not in scout camp. They were on holiday in Switzerland with-
out their parents. They were visiting Peter’s godfather, Martin. Martin 
worked in Basel.

This weekend Martin would take them to camp in the 
mountains, to a place called Arosa.
The four friends lived by the sea in England and had never 
been to the mountains before. They were in Martin’s 
guest bedroom, packing their rucksacks.

“I am so excited!” said Holly. 
“It’ll be great,” said Mark. “Martin says we can go on 
a cable car.”

“And we can grill sausages on a fire,” said Sue.  
”Martin has a map of all the picnic places around 
Arosa where we can make a real fire.” 
“Oh boy,” said Holly, “this is just wicked. Wait until the other 
scouts hear about this. Outdoor cooking and camping in 
the mountains!”
Peter grinned: “Martin says he has a surprise for us as well, 
but we have to wait until we get to Arosa.”

“Oh Peter,” said Mark, “it was so nice of you to invite us.”
“Well,” said Peter, who was always honest. “Actually, I thought it might be 
boring without you, and I would miss the three of you.”
The others laughed and Holly said, “Yes, everything is more fun when we 
do it together, isn’t it?”
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 15 advertising campaign Werbekampagne 
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 24 amazing toll, fantastisch
 26 save retten
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13  cable car Luftseilbahn

17  wicked (sl.) stark, cool
 23 honest ehrlich
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the tent. They could see the shadows of trees moving outside the tent.
“I’m scared,” said Sue. “We are all alone in this tent. And the tent is not 
very strong.”

“Don’t be scared,” Holly said. “I will look outside. Give me the torch, Peter!”
“Be careful, Holly!”
Holly put her head out of the tent and looked. The wind blew against 
her face. 

“I can’t see anything. It is so dark. Martin is asleep. The camper van is 
dark. What shall we do? If we leave the tent the animal might catch us.”
Again the noise, but this time it seemed further away. The four friends 
looked at each other. Had the animal moved away?

“Okay,” said Peter, “let’s try singing or whistling. The song we sing when 
we have a night walk: Whenever I feel afraid, I whistle a happy tune.”
He started to sing and the others joined in.
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“Louder,” said Peter, “sing louder, so we can’t hear the noises!” 
They all sang as loud as they could and soon they didn’t feel afraid 
anymore. When the song was finished they could still hear the wind, but 
the animal noises had stopped. They got back in their sleeping bags and 
soon they were asleep.

Martin woke them up early. 
“Get up, sleepyheads! Breakfast is ready. It is time for your surprise.  
Hurry up and get dressed.”
After breakfast they put on their walking boots and started up the path 
that went high above the village. Now they could see the mountains 
clearly, as well as a big cable car that passed over their heads.

“Look!” said Martin. “Do you see that platform? That is where we are 
going. This is your surprise. From that platform you can watch for bears. 
There are three bears here. Napa, Meimo and Amelia. They live together 
in this park. This is the Arosa Bear Sanctuary.”

“Bears!” shouted the children. “We heard bears in the tent! Real live 
bears in the mountains!” And they all started laughing.
They would tell Martin later.
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<<  Stories S. 12 – 14 

3	 A happy end

a		 Where have the boys spent the afternoon?
		  At the youth club.

b	 What do the boys wish for?
		  A dog who comes to school (to help children who have proplems).

c		 Why was the man hurt?
		  He fell off a ladder.

d	 Who is Tommy?
		  Tommy is a dog.  

e		 Why does Chris think Tommy will like school?
		  Tommy loves children.

f		 Do you think it is a good idea to have a pet in school? Why or why not?

 <<  Stories S. 15 – 17 

4	 Music for heroes

a		 What is special about March 1st?
		  It is St. David’s Day. It is a feast day for Wales.

b	 What jobs do Hywel’s family do?
		  Hywel’s father works in the stables. Hywel’s mother is Lord Pendell’s cook.

c		 What future job should Hywel do?
		  He should work in the stables (like his father).

d	 What does Hywel want to do?
		  He wants to be a musician. He wants to sing songs and play the harp.

e		 How does Hywel get back to the hall?
		  He says: “I’ve left something in the hall.”

f		 How does Lord Pendell react to Hywel’s music?
		  He is amazed. He gives Hywel the title “Hywel the Harper”.
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3 A happy end
Will and Dan were on their way home from the youth club in their village. 
They had had an interesting afternoon with people who trained animals 
to do different jobs. They had talked to policemen who trained horses 
and dogs to help the police. They had talked to a national park ranger 
who trained dogs to find people lost in the national parks. 
There was even a person who trained parrots to talk to people who 
were lonely. But what was most interesting to the two boys were the 
teachers who talked about dogs who came to school. These dogs were 
trained to listen to children reading and doing maths. 

“I wish we had a dog like that at our school,” Dan said to Will, “a dog to 
help kids who have problems reading or doing maths. A dog gives you 
confidence. He sits and listens to you. Dogs are really good listeners.”

“Yeah,” said Will, “that would be great, but dogs cost a lot of money to
buy and train, and we haven’t got any money.”
Just then they heard a noise. 

“What’s that?” said Dan. They stopped and listened.
“It is someone shouting,” said Dan. “Listen!”
“Shouting for help,” said Will. “It is coming from over there in that garden.” 
“You’re right,” said Dan. “Quick!”
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Both boys ran over to the house on the other side of the street and 
looked into the garden. Under a plum tree they saw a man lying on his 
back in the grass with a ladder beside him. 
The boys jumped over the garden wall, shouting, “It’s all right, we are 
coming! Just lie still!”
At that moment a small brown and white terrier appeared around the 
corner and started barking at the boys. 

“Hello,” said Dan, “don’t bark at us, we want to help your master.” 
The dog looked up at them with his bright brown eyes. 
He stopped barking and started to wag his tail. 

“That’s right,” said Will. “Good boy.”
The dog turned and ran back to his master and the boys followed.
The man was very white. “I am so glad to see you,” he said, “I was  
picking plums and I fell off the ladder. I think my leg is broken.” 

“Okay,” said Dan, “we learned about this at school. We have to phone the
emergency services. Have you got a phone?” 

“Oh, of course,” said the man. “The shock has made me slow. Wait! 
Tommy will get my mobile.” 
The boys looked at each other with surprise. Who was Tommy and why 
wasn’t he helping the poor man?
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“Tommy, mobile phone, fetch!” he said to the little dog. The dog raced
into the house and came back with the phone in his mouth. 

“Wow! That is amazing!” said Dan. 
He took the phone out of Tommy’s mouth and dialled 999.
He told the emergency services what had happened and gave  
the address.
While Dan did that, Will went into the house to find a rug.  
He covered the man up because he was cold from the pain and the shock.

“Thank you very much,” the man said. “My name is Chris. What are your
names?” 
Will and Dan introduced themselves and sat talking to Chris until the 
ambulance came.

“Tommy can’t come with me,” said Chris, “I am going to need someone to 
look after him. Can you ring the animal welfare centre, please, and ask 
for help?”
Will looked at Dan and Dan looked at Will. Could they? Should they? 
Then Will said, “If you like, we can look after Tommy.”
“Yes,” said Dan, “we would love to look after Tommy.”
“Oh, that’s marvellous!” said Chris, “Tommy loves children.”
“We will visit you in hospital,” said the boys, “and tell you what Tommy 
has been doing. Is it all right if we take him with us to school?”

“I am sure he would love that,” said Chris. “In fact, I know he would, 
because he likes me to read to him before we go to sleep.”

“Cool,” said the boys, and in spite of the accident, when the ambulance
arrived, everyone was smiling. Even Tommy.
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4 Music for heroes
Today is March 1st. It is St. David’s Day. The feast day to celebrate the 
patron saint of Wales. 
The great hall of the castle is shining in the candlelight and soon the 
lord of this part of Wales, Lord Pendell, and all his knights and their 
ladies will have their St. David’s Day feast in the hall.
The musicians have already got their instruments ready to play while 
the people are eating.

Gwen and her brother are in the hall. Gwen is thirteen and Hywel, her 
brother, is eleven. Their mother cooks in the kitchen of the castle and 
Lord Pendell says she is the best cook he has ever had.
Gwen is setting the tables and Hywel is helping her. But Hywel is not 
concentrating on his work. He is fascinated by the wonderful Celtic harp.
He goes up to it and puts his fingers on the strings. He can make 
wonderful sounds with a harp. It is a special talent, but it frightens his 
family. They have told Hywel that it is not his place in life to make music. 
Hywel’s father works in the stables of the castle and he wants Hywel 
to work in the stables, too. Hywel loves the horses, especially the enor-
mous war horses that carry the Welsh knights. But he loves music more.
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 7 rug Wolldecke
 8 pain Schmerz
 11 introduce yourself sich vorstellen

 2 patron saint Schutzpatron 
 4 knight Ritter
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  auf Tommy aufpassen, Tommy hüten
 24 in spite of trotz

 14 frighten Angst machen
 16 stable Stall
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“Stop it, Hywel!” says Gwen.
“I just want to try it. This is such a wonderful harp. It’s much better than 
the old harp at home.”

“Don’t, Hywel! Or Mother won’t bring you to the castle anymore.”
The threat works and Hywel stops. He loves coming to the castle with 
Gwen. It is the only way he can listen to good musicians.
Hywel wants to be a musician and sing songs for the heroes of Wales. 
He has thought of a very exciting song about Lord Pendell and his 
knights. In his song he describes their brave fights against the English. 
He knows Lord Pendell will think it is a good song, but his family are too 
frightened to let Hywel ask Lord Pendell if he can sing it.

“We have to go now, Hywel,” Gwen says. “Listen, Lord Pendell and his 
guests are coming, and look, there are the musicians.”
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Hywel walks out of the hall. Just before they get to the kitchen he says, 
“Sorry, Gwen, I’ve left something in the hall. I’ll run and get it. I won’t be 
long.”
He runs back to the hall. The lord and his guests are just sitting down. 
Nobody notices Hywel. He runs up to the harp player.

“Please let me play it,” he says.
The harp player sees Hywel’s need to play.
He gives Hywel the harp and suddenly the hall is filled with exciting 
music. In the melody, the people hear the horses, the fighting and the 
swords.
Everyone stops talking and Hywel starts singing. Lord Pendell looks at 
the young harp player. He is amazed.
When Hywel finishes, Lord Pendell says, “A wonderful song played on 
our feast day. What I have heard is music for heroes. From now on your 
name is Hywel the Harper. People all over Wales will know your songs. 
You will be a hero, too.”
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<<  Stories S. 18 – 21

5	 Rounders

a		 Why does Jenny get up at 5.30?
		  She trains in secret. She runs on the spot and does skipping with her 
		  skipping rope.

b	 How long has she done this?
		  For two months.

c		 What is happening today?
		  Today they will pick two new people for the rounders team.

d	 Who is Pam?
		  Pam is the team captain.

e		 Why does Jenny almost drop the ball at the end of the game?
		  The ball was very hard and it hurt.

f		 Do you think Molly is a good friend?
		  Not really. She didn’t help Jenny. She told her that she wasn’t fast enough 											  
		  for the team.

1918

5 Rounders
5.30 a.m. The alarm clock rang. Jenny turned it off quickly. She didn’t 
want her parents to hear. They didn’t usually get up until seven o’clock. 
They didn’t know what she was doing.
Jenny got up and put on her sports shirt and her shorts. She quietly  
went down the stairs out into the garden.
She started to bend down and touch her toes. She did that fifty times 
and then started to run on the spot. She counted to two hundred before 
she stopped.
Then she did some skipping with her skipping rope. Today was her big 
chance. Today the sports teacher and the rounders’ team captain were 
going to choose two new players for the school rounders team.

Jenny really wanted to play on the school rounders team. It was a great 
honour to play on a school team and her school had a swimming team 
and a rounders team. Jenny couldn’t swim very well but she could nearly 
always hit the ball with the rounders bat. She loved playing rounders 
but the problem was that Jenny was a little bit fat. Not really fat, just a 
little bit heavy, so she could never run fast enough for the school team. 
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Jenny’s best friend Molly was on the school team. Molly knew Jenny 
wanted to be on the team too. But she didn’t help Jenny. “You’re not fast 
enough, Jenny. You have to run very fast to get round the four posts.  
I’m sorry I can’t help you.”
Jenny felt very sad after that. She cried herself to sleep. Then she 
thought, “I really want to play on the team. I am going to get faster. 
I am going to make myself faster. I am going to train in secret in the 
garden. I’m going to stop eating chocolate – oh dear! – and only eat fruit.”

That was two months ago.
And now today they were going to pick two new people to play on the 
team. Had Jenny’s hard work helped?
Jenny was too nervous to eat breakfast and she felt sick on the bus on 
the way to school.
The sports lesson was just after the morning break and Jenny could 
hardly concentrate for the first three lessons.
In the changing rooms, Molly smiled at Jenny but she said, “Poor Jenny, 
you never give up, do you?”

“No, I don’t,” said Jenny loudly and thought for the first time that 
perhaps Molly wasn’t really a good friend.

“Good luck, Jenny!” Pam called when they walked onto the field.
Pam was the team captain. A hero for Jenny.

The game started. The other team was very good. It was a hard match. 
Then at last, it was Jenny’s turn. Pam gave Jenny the bat. “Keep your eye 
on the ball,” she said. Jenny nodded. She was too nervous to speak.
The bowler threw the ball.
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 10 rounders Schlagball 
 13 honour Ehre 

 7 in secret heimlich 
 10 pick auswählen 
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Whack! Jenny hit it as far as she could and then she ran faster and 
faster. One post, two posts, three posts! Jenny was flying. When she 
passed the fourth post Pam started to clap hard. “Great work,” she said. 

“I can see you have trained hard.” Jenny just nodded. She had to keep 
concentrating because the game wasn’t finished. 
Now she had to be a fielder, which meant she had to get the balls the 
batters hit. Jenny thought fielding was harder than batting. She went 
out into the field. 
The other team was at a level score when she realised that the last  
batter had hit the ball in her direction. It was flying towards her and
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the batter was running like the wind. Oh dear! If she reached the fourth 
post the other team would win! 
Jenny jumped up as high as her legs would push her. 
I am not high enough, she thought and stretched her arm up with all her 
might. 
The ball smacked into her hand. The ball was very hard and it hurt, really 
hurt! Her first instinct was to drop the ball and she felt the ball slipping, 
but then she gritted her teeth and held on to the ball tightly and yelled, 

“Out! Out!” At the same time she showed the bowler the ball in her hand.

Her team had won. The game was over.
Pam walked towards her. “Well done, Jenny! Brilliant!” 
And then she whispered in Jenny’s ear, “I will see you at the team 
practice next week,” and she winked at Jenny. Jenny had done it!

1

5

10

 4 with all her might mit ihrer ganzen Kraft 
 6 smack into her hand in ihrer Hand aufschlagen
 6 hurt schmerzen

 8 grit her teeth 
  die Zähne zusammenbeissen

bowler

batter
fielders fielder

 9 at a level score auf gleichem Spielstand 


