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Questions
<< Stories S. 4 – 6

forest

1 A special talent

1

William Boynton lives in a big white house in the
country beside a farm. There is a big dark forest
behind the house. William lives alone with his
parents. His parents are very busy and they both go
to work every day in London.
William isn’t lonely because he has a very special talent. William
has a sixth sense: he can understand animals and he can talk
to them. He talks to the animals on the farm and in the forest.
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William never tells his parents he can speak to animals. His
parents don’t understand animals. William thinks they don’t like
animals because he can’t have a dog or a cat or a little hamster.
And William’s parents don’t believe in special senses. His parents
are scientists. They believe in facts. William’s parents think he has
too much imagination.
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One Friday morning William is having breakfast.
“William,” says Daddy.
“Yes, Daddy,” says William.
“I want you to be very good. An important man is coming to stay at
our house this weekend.”
“Why is he an important man, Daddy?” William asks his father.
“Because he has very good ideas. I hope he likes us. Perhaps he
will come and work in my laboratory. So don’t tell him silly stories.”
“I will be good, Daddy,” William says.
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busy beschäftigt
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a sixth sense
ein sechster Sinn
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fact Tatsache
imagination Fantasie
to be good brav sein
perhaps vielleicht
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William is in bed when the important man comes. He doesn’t see
the man.
When William gets up on Saturday he hears his father
talking on the telephone: “Is that the police? Can you help us?
Come quickly. Our visitor went for a walk in the forest last night
before bed. This morning he isn’t here. He’s lost.”
“Daddy! Daddy!” William says. “I can help find the important man!”
“Oh, William, don’t tell me silly stories now! Go and play.”

1 A special talent

William runs out of the house and runs to the farm. He calls the
farmer’s dog.
“Bruce, help me. We have to find an important man for Daddy.
The man is in the forest.”
“Don’t worry, William, I can help you. My nose can tell us where
he is.”
“And I can come too, I’ve got very good eyes. I can help.” Meg, the
farmer’s red and white cat, wants to help William too.
Bruce and Meg go into the forest with William. Bruce sniffs and
sniffs but he can’t smell the man.
“Don’t worry, William,” he says. “I’ve got an idea. We need someone
who can see in the dark and is awake at night. Saul, the owl,
will help us.”
They go to the tree where the owl lives. Meg climbs up the tree
and wakes Saul up. “Saul, we need help. A man is lost in the forest.”
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visitor Besucher
heʹs lost er hat sich verlaufen
to smell riechen
to need brauchen
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a Has William got any brothers or sisters?
No, he hasn’t.

to be awake at night
in der Nacht wach sein
to climb up hochklettern
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b Why isn’t William lonely?
Because he has a very special talent / sixth sense. He can understand
animals and he can talk to them.

He looks at her. “I know,” the owl says. “Follow me,” and he flies
above their heads. Meg and Bruce and William follow him.
Suddenly Bruce says, “It’s all right now, I can smell the man.”
And Meg says, “Look, there are his footprints!”
“Thank you, Saul!” they all shout. “You can go back to sleep now.”
Saul,
the owl

Meg,
the farmer’s red
and white cat
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c Why does William’s father want William to be a good boy?
Because an important man is coming to stay at their house.

Bruce,
the farmer’s dog

The man is sitting behind a tree. He is very lost. He can’t believe
his eyes when he sees William, Bruce the dog and Meg the cat. He
is very pleased to see them.
William says, “Hello, I’m William Boynton. Please follow my
friends and me,” and they all go home together.
On the way home the man says, “Look at you and the animals.
It looks like they can talk to you.”
And William laughs and says, “Yes, they can, but please don’t tell
Daddy. Daddy doesn’t like silly stories.”
And then the man laughs too.
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suddenly plötzlich
footprint Fussabdruck
he can’t believe his eyes
er traut seinen Augen nicht

8
13

d Where does the important man go before bed?
He goes into the dark forest.

to be pleased sich freuen
to laugh lachen
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e Who helps William find the man?
Bruce, the farmer’s dog; Meg, the farmer’s red and white cat; Saul, the owl
f Does the man think William has a special talent?
Yes, he does.

<< Stories S. 7 – 9

2 The workers

20

It’s Monday afternoon. Patrick Doyle and his friend Perry Jones are
looking for an idea. They are looking for a very good idea because
they need a lot of money.
pig
They need money for the class outing. This year
money
the class wants to go to the fair but there is
only thirty pence in the pink piggy bank on the
teacher’s desk.
“I’m sorry, children,” the teacher, Mr Page, says. “This year we can’t
have a class outing, we haven’t got enough money. You broke two
windows last month playing football. We took the money out of
the pig to pay for the windows.”
It was Patrick and Perry who broke the windows and the rest of
the class is very angry with Patrick and Perry.
Now Patrick and Perry want to find some money.
“We can get a job,” Perry says to Patrick.
“Don’t be silly. We have to go to school. How can we get a job?”
says Patrick.
Perry says, “We can work after school.”
“Good idea. Where can we find a job, Perry?”
“We can ask at the shops in town,” says Perry.
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After school they go into town. They go to the flower shop.
There is a shop assistant in the shop and lots of customers.
“Excuse me,” says Patrick. “Have you got a job for us?”
“Go away, little boys,” the shop assistant says. “Look at all these
customers, I haven’t got time to talk to little boys.”
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to look for suchen
class outing Klassenausflug
enough genug
to break zerbrechen
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2 The workers
a Why do Perry and Patrick need money?
They need money for the class outing.

to take out herausnehmen
angry böse, wütend
don’t be silly sei nicht dumm

b What is their idea?
They want to get a job / work / find a job.

7

1

5

10

15

When they are outside the shop Patrick says, “She isn’t nice.
Where can we go now? We can’t go to the police station, they
don’t have any jobs for boys, and I don’t think the bank has got
any jobs for boys.”
“No, but they’ve got a lot of money.”
Patrick and Perry laugh, then they remember the piggy bank and
they stop laughing.
After a while they walk past a restaurant. It sells yummy cream
cakes and very good cups of tea. They look in the window. There
are lots of customers, but they can only see one waitress. She has
got a red face and she looks tired.
“Perry, look,” says Patrick.
“Yes, I can see,” says Perry. “But we can’t ask her, she hasn’t got
time to talk to us. Look, there’s a notice in the window. It says:
We need help. Come in and talk to the manager.”
“Come on, Patrick,” says Perry. “We can ask the manager.”
window
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cup of tea
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nice nett
to laugh lachen
to remember sich erinnern an
notice Mitteilung

yummy cream cakes

a notice

They go inside. They knock on the door of the manager’s office.
“Come in. Yes? What do you two boys want?”
“Please, Madam, we want a job. We can work hard. We can serve
cream cakes and tea. We are careful. I think we can help you and
we need some money for our school outing because our class
hasn’t got any money.”
Perry speaks so fast the manager can’t understand him.
“Stop, stop,” she says. “Now start again.”
Perry says everything again.
“Mmmmmm,” says the manager. “Mmmmmm.”
Perry and Patrick look at each other. Is “Mmmmmm” good or bad?
“Well, I need help. We’ve got a lot of customers.”
“Please, can we try? We can start now,” the boys say.
The manager decides. “Yes. You can work here until half past five
every day this week.”
Patrick and Perry work very hard every day after school. On Friday
the manager says, “Thank you, well done. Goodbye! Have a nice
weekend.” But she doesn’t give them any money. What can they do?
They go to school on Monday morning. They are unhappy.
But their teacher, Mr Page, is smiling. The restaurant manager is
standing beside him, holding a big box of yummy cream cakes in her
hands. The manager says to the class, “Because Patrick and Perry
are very good waiters you can all go to the fair. Here is the money
for your class outing and here are some yummy cream cakes. I hope
you have a wonderful time.” She gives the money to Mr Page.
Patrick looks at Perry and Perry looks at Patrick.
Phew!
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c Where do they go?
They go to the shops in town.

to knock on the door
an die Tür klopfen
manager’s office
Büro der Chefin / des Chefs
careful vorsichtig, sorgfältig

11
14
14

to look at each other einander ansehen
to decide entscheiden
until bis
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d Why do they go into the restaurant?
Because there is a notice in the window. It says: “We need help.
Come in and talk to the manager.”
e How long do they work in the restaurant?
They work in the restaurant for five days.
f Why are they unhappy when they go to school on Monday morning?
Because the manager didn’t give them any money for their work.
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3 Can you see what I see?
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Once an artist came to Kimberley’s town and this is the story.
Kimberley’s mother has got a job in the bakery of the little town
and every day she sells bread to lots of people.
One evening Kimberley’s mother says, “A young artist is in our
town. He was in the bakery this morning. His name is Marcel
Murray and everyone says he’s a good painter.”
Kimberley is very interested. She likes painting and she can draw
very well. At school they are looking at the paintings of famous
artists. It’s her favourite subject at school.
“What sorts of things does he paint, Mummy?”
“I don’t know. But he says he wants to paint all our local shops. He
says our shops are very colourful. He wants to paint the butcher’s
shop and the butcher. Then he wants to paint the flower shop and
the lady who works there and then …”
Kimberley’s mother stops talking. Everybody in the family looks
at her.
to paint
“And then what happens?” Kimberley asks.
“He wants to paint me in front of the bakery with a
big chocolate cake in my hands.”
“Ooh, Mummy, that’s so exciting. We can look at
your picture in an art gallery!”
“Yes, that’s very nice,” Kimberley’s father says. “I’m
looking forward to seeing a picture of a beautiful lady
in an art gallery.” Kimberley’s father smiles at his wife.
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<< Stories S. 10 – 13

Kimberley looks for the artist every day when she goes to
school and she looks for the artist every day when she comes
home from school.
When she sees him he is standing in front of the butcher’s shop.
He is watching the butcher sell his meat. Kimberley sees he hasn’t
got a piece of paper, and she sees he isn’t drawing.
She thinks this is interesting. He’s an artist, why isn’t he drawing
or painting? Kimberley thinks the artist has a friendly face, so she
says hello.
“Hello, I’m Kimberley Carver. My mother sells bread and cakes in
the bakery.”
“Hello, Kimberley, I’m Marcel. I want to paint your mother’s picture.”
“Yes, I know. Can I ask you a question?”

3 Can you see what I see?

meat
butcherʹs shop
a painting

a What is Marcel Murray’s job?
He is an artist / a painter.

an artist /
a painter
65
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local shop regionaler Laden
exciting aufregend
to look forward to sich freuen auf
art gallery Kunstgalerie
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“Yes, you can. What’s your question?”
“Why are you watching the butcher? Why aren’t you painting his
picture?”
“That’s a very good question. You know, an artist looks at things
very carefully. An artist looks at the details. I watch people first,
and then I paint them.”
“Oh,” Kimberley says.
“Let’s do an experiment together,” the artist says to Kimberley.
“Look at the meat in the shop window. What colour is it?”
“That’s easy to see,” Kimberley says. “It’s red.”
“Are you sure? Look carefully.”
Kimberley looks carefully.
“Oh,” she says again. “No, it’s not red, it’s red and blue and purple
and brown and white.”
“Well done, Kimberley,” says the artist.
“Can I watch you paint Mummy?”
“No, Kimberley, I don’t like people watching me paint. You can come
and see the paintings when they are finished. What about that?”
Kimberley says yes, that’s a good idea. She says goodbye and goes
home.
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Her mother goes to the bakery every day and she comes home
and tells Kimberley that the artist watches her every day. Then
she tells Kimberley that the artist is painting the picture now.
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Then the postman brings Kimberley a letter.
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b Where does Kimberley see Marcel Murray?
She sees him in front of the butcher’s shop.

Dear Kimberley,
How are you? I am well. All the paintings are finished. You can come
and see them on Tuesday with your mother and father at four o’clock.
Best wishes,
Your artist friend Marcel
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Kimberley and her parents are excited. They go to see the paintings. All the other people in the town also go to see the paintings.
Oh dear! The butcher looks at his picture and shouts, “This is
horrible. This isn’t a painting of me and my shop. This is a picture
of a monster!”
The lady in the flower shop shouts, “This isn’t a painting of me.
This is a picture of a monster in the jungle!”
The people’s faces are not real faces. They are shapes. And the
people are all different colours, red and blue and green and purple.

c What does he show Kimberley?
He shows Kimberley that you have to look at the people first before you 					
paint them.

Kimberley’s mother looks at her picture and doesn’t say anything.
Her face is a yellow heart, her hands are blue and brown.
Kimberley’s father looks at the picture and doesn’t say anything.
Kimberley looks at the painting of her mother.
She looks very, very carefully. Then she says, “It’s beautiful. It’s
you, Mummy. Look, your face has a heart shape. Your face is yellow.
Your face is yellow like the sun. You have a sunny face, Mummy.”
The people hear Kimberley. Everybody looks at the paintings
again. They look very carefully at the paintings, they look at each
other’s faces and they see now that the paintings are beautiful.
The artist looks at Kimberley, and Kimberley looks at the artist.
They smile at each other.

to finish beenden
What about that? Wie wärs damit?
to tell erzählen
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excited aufgeregt
also auch, ebenfalls
horrible scheusslich
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jungle Dschungel
like wie

12

13

d Why don’t the people like the paintings?
Because they are not real. There are only shapes in the paintings.
e What does Kimberley’s mother’s face look like in the picture?
It looks like a yellow heart.
f Why do you think the story is called “Can you see what I see?”?
Because everybody sees something different in a picture.

4 A sort of magic
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Marion and Malcolm are twins. They don’t live in a town. They live
on a farm in the country. They love nature and all the animals that
live near their farm house.
Marion and Malcolm are in the garden this morning. They are
looking for the first butterflies of summer. Suddenly they see a
black pointy hat disappear very quickly behind the tree trunk in
the middle of the garden, and then they see a cactus appear. They
look at each other.
Malcolm says, “Oh, Marion, look. Look! Look at that cactus.
We don’t have a cactus in our garden. This is an English garden.
A cactus can’t grow in an English garden. And now there is a
big cactus on the ground!”
bleeding
Marion asks, “And did you see the pointy black hat? Do you think
we’ve got a witch in the garden? Do you think that’s possible?”
Then she stops. Another cactus appears in the grass beside
the tree trunk. It’s impossible but perhaps it’s true.
The children call, “Hello, is anybody there?” There’s no
answer but then another cactus appears on the ground
under the tree. The children hear a voice.
“Ouch! Oh, I’ve pricked my finger, it’s bleeding. Stupid prickly things!”

1

5

10

1
6
6
7

twins Zwillinge
pointy hat spitziger Hut
to disappear verschwinden
to appear erscheinen
to grow wachsen
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a Where do the twins live?
They live on a farm in the country.

cactus

witch

witch Hexe
voice Stimme
hardly kaum
to breathe atmen
pretty hübsch
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to be surprised überrascht sein
to point to zeigen auf
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“You’re not a witch,” Malcolm says. “A witch knows what a
hedgehog is. Those things aren’t hedgehogs, they’re cacti. That’s
the plural for cactus.”
Marion and Malcolm start to laugh and the little witch starts to cry.
“In this book it says hedgehogs are prickly things, and those
things are prickly. Oh, this is so difficult. I’m a town witch. My
name is Carmine because my hair is so red it’s nearly purple. And I
don’t know anything about animals. I know a lot about towns. Do
you want a taxi?”
She waves her wand and a taxi appears in the garden.
Malcolm and Marion look at the taxi. Now they know she’s a
witch. Malcolm asks, “Why are you here?”
“I’m here because I have to take a witch test. I’m at witch school
in London. But in the witch test you have to know about nature.
This book is about nature, but I don’t think it’s very good.”
She reads her book and waves her wand. A very big black bird
appears.
“Oh, good,” Carmine says. “This time the book is right. Look! It’s a
blackbird!”
Marion says, “No, it’s not. It’s a black bird but it’s not a blackbird.”
The little witch is very angry. Her face goes red. She looks at
Marion. “Don’t say silly things. I can turn you into a big red bus.
Don’t say I’m wrong.”
Malcolm says, “I’m sorry, you are wrong. But wait here because
we can help you.”

“No,” Malcolm says. “It’s not a magic book but it’s a book full of
wonderful things. Look, here is a picture of a hedgehog, and here
is a picture of a blackbird. Tell us all the names of the animals and
trees you have to learn and we’ll show you their pictures and tell
you about them.”
The children help the little witch. They show her pictures. They
take her into the woods and show her the woodpeckers. They all
listen to the woodpeckers. They look for squirrels
blackbird
and they smell the pine trees.
10
Carmine is happy.
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to cry weinen
nearly fast
to wave the wand
den Zauberstab schwenken
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to take a test eine Prüfung ablegen
angry wütend
to turn somebody into something
jemanden in etwas verwandeln

c Why doesn’t the little witch know what a hedgehog is?
Because she is a town witch and she doesn’t know anything about animals.

pine tree

woodpecker
squirrel

hedgehog

At four o’clock they all drink a cup of tea and Carmine waves her
wand so they can have yummy cakes to eat with their tea.
Carmine flies back to her school in London.
Very soon the children get a postcard from London with a taxi on it.
15

On the postcard
it says:
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b What do they suddenly see?
They see a black pointy hat disappear very quickly behind a tree trunk.
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He goes into the house and comes back with a big nature book.
Carmine asks him, “Is this a magic book?”
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4 A sort of magic

pointy hat
wand

prickly

The children wait. They can hardly breathe. They see a hat and
then a pretty little face with green eyes looking out from behind
the tree trunk. They can see the green eyes looking at them very
carefully.
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<< Stories S. 14 – 17

The children don’t move. They wait again.
Then a little witch girl with red hair appears. She’s wearing a long
black dress and a black pointy hat. In one hand she is holding a
wand. In the other hand she has got a book.
“Hello,” she says to the children. “You are the farm children. You
know about animals. Can you help me? My hedgehogs can’t walk.
Do you know how to make a hedgehog walk?”
Marion and Malcolm are so surprised that they can’t speak for a
minute. Then Marion asks, “Are you a witch?” and Malcolm asks,
“Which hedgehogs?”
“Yes and there,” the girl with red hair says.
The children look at her.
“What I mean is, yes, I’m a witch, and my hedgehogs are there.”
She points to the ground beside the tree trunk.

I got the best marks in
the nature test. That is a
sort of magic. I think you
are wonderful nature
teachers. Thank you very,
very much.
Love, Carmine
17

d Why does the little witch have to know about nature?
Because she has to take a test about nature.
e Why can’t the witch’s nature book help her?
Because it’s not a very good book.
f How do the twins help the little witch?
They give her a good book about nature. They show her pictures.
They take her into the woods and show her animals and plants.
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5 A good idea
1

5

10

15

20

1

Julia and her family live in Switzerland.
He is a reporter for an English newspaper.
He writes reports about Switzerland.
Julia’s grandparents live in
England, far away from Julia.

5

Julia misses her grandparents. She wants
to visit them. They live near the seaside. But Julia
has a new baby brother and he is too little to travel to England.
“I can go on my own,” she says to her mother and father.
“No, you can’t,” they say. “You are only eleven years old and you
can’t travel alone. You can’t travel by bus. You have to travel by
plane and then by train. It’s very far.”
“Oh, Mummy! I can travel by plane and Grandma can come and
meet me at the airport. You can put me on the plane in Zurich and
Grandma can meet me in London. It’s the holidays soon. Can I go
in the holidays? Please, Mummy, I want to see the sea again and
play on the beach. I see mountains every day. I miss the sea. And I
miss Grandma and Grandpa.”
“We’ll see, perhaps,” her mother says.
Julia doesn’t like it when her mother says, “We’ll see, perhaps,”
because that normally means no.
Julia is very sad. She doesn’t know what to do.
She goes into her bedroom and looks at the photograph of her
grandparents.
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“What can I do, Grandma?” she asks the photo.
“I need a plan.” Then she has an idea.
Her father always says that when you have
something you want to tell people you can write a letter to the
newspaper
newspaper. Then people read your letter and things happen.
Julia decides to write a letter to her father’s newspaper in England.
This is what she writes:

Dear readers,
I want to visit my grandparents in England. But my parents say
I can’t travel to England alone. I am eleven years old. Do you think
this is fair? Please write to my father. He works for this newspaper.
Yours faithfully,
Julia Stephens
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to miss vermissen
seaside Meeresküste
on my own alleine
to meet treffen
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to decide entscheiden,
beschliessen
yours faithfully
mit freundlichen Grüssen
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stamp Briefmarke
piggy bank Sparschwein
however jedoch

19

1

5

10

15

Julia goes into the living room.
“What have you got, Daddy?” she asks.
“This bag,” her father says.
“What’s in it?”
“Guess!” her father says.
“I can’t,” Julia says. “It’s not my birthday, so I don’t think it’s a
present.”
“Letters,” her father says. “Lots and lots of letters from the
readers of my newspaper.”
Her father empties the bag out onto the carpet. Hundreds of
letters fall out of the bag onto the carpet.
Julia suddenly feels very nervous.
“What do they say?” she asks.
Her father doesn’t say anything, he just looks at Julia. His face
is very serious.
bag
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letters
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to empty ausleeren
What do they say? Was steht drin?
serious ernst

carpet
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c Who does Julia miss?
She misses her grandparents.

Dear Mr Stephens,
I think you have a very clever daughter. What a good idea to write
to your newspaper. I am sure a clever girl like Julia can fly to
England to see her grandparents. I hope you let her travel to England.
Yours sincerely, Dora Jones
“Yes, Julia,” her father says. “All the letters are like that. All the
readers think you had a good idea. Now read this letter from a
reader you know.” He gives Julia another letter. Julia knows the
writing on the letter. She opens the letter as quickly as she can.

Darling Julia,
What a clever girl you are. Grandpa and I think your idea is very
good. We talked to your mother and father. You can travel to England
on the first day of the holidays. Your plane ticket is here in the letter.
Grandpa and I will meet you at London Airport. We are looking
forward to seeing you. We will have a lot of fun together.
All our love, Grandma and Grandpa
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b What is her father’s job?
He is a reporter for an English newspaper.

“Oh no!” Julia thinks. “All the readers think I’m too young to fly to
England alone, and Daddy is very angry with me.”
Julia tries to think of something to say, but before she has an idea,
she sees her father is now laughing.
“It’s all right, Julia. My readers think you can go to England. Read
this letter.” Julia’s father gives her a letter. It says:
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living room
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a Where does Julia live now?
She lives in Switzerland.

However, two days before the holidays start, her father comes
home one evening with a big bag.
“Julia,” he shouts. “Julia, come into the living room. I’ve got
something to show you.”
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<< Stories S. 18 – 21
5 A good idea

Julia takes the money for a stamp to England from her piggy
bank and she takes her letter to the post office on her way to
school the next day.
Then she waits. She waits for three days, for five days, for a week.
Nothing happens.
Her parents don’t talk about her trip to England and she doesn’t
get a letter from the newspaper.
“My idea didn’t work,” Julia thinks.
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Julia finds the ticket. She looks at it. It says: Miss Julia Stephens,
Return flight, Zurich – London, London – Zurich.
Wonderful! Julia hugs her parents. She feels so happy.
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angry böse, wütend
to laugh lachen
yours sincerely
mit freundlichen Grüssen
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as quickly as so schnell wie
to look forward to sich freuen auf
to hug umarmen
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d Why can’t Julia’s parents go to England with her?
Because they have a small baby.
e What idea does Julia have?
She wants to go to England on her own.
f Has the story got a happy ending? Explain.
Yes, it has. Julia gets a letter from her grandparents with a plane ticket to
London.
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